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Gifted and Talented English I Honors Summer Reading Assignments  
 

ALL middle school students enrolled in an 8th Grade English I course are required to complete 
summer reading assignments.  Parents, please review the selections with your child.  If you object to 
a selection for any reason, please contact your teacher.   
 
Students will choose two books from the list below, and the school will also provide an additional 

selection.  Students are to complete summer reading assignments on the two books they have 

chosen.  The reading assignments on the two summer reading selections that students have 

selected will be due the first few weeks of school at their respective school sites.  The school 

provided selection will be assessed by individual schools.   

 
 

Book Choices 

 Half of a Yellow Sun by Ngoz Adichie (soul searching, choices, making decisions) 
 Uglies by Scott Westerfield (self-esteem, self-worth, acceptance) 
 Speak by Laurie Halse Anderson (social justice and accountability) 
 Extremely Loud and Incredibly Close by Jonathan Safran Foer (9/11) 
 The Handmaids Tale by Margaret Atwood (dystopian society and feminism) 
 The Secret Life of Bees by Sue Monk Kidd (friendship and revelation) 
 A Separate Peace by John Knowles (adolescence and coming of age) 
 Unbroken: A WW II Story of Survival, Resilience and Redemption by Laura Hillenbrand 

(biography) 
 On the Beach by Nevil Shute (adventure) 
 The Water is Wide by Pat Conroy (memoir) 
 Copper Sun by Sharon Draper (ownership) 
 Just Mercy: A Story of Justice and Redemption by Bryan Stevenson (justice, mercy and 

humanity) 
 The Book Thief by Markus Zusak (mortality, language, reading, writing, and love) 
 Laughing at My Nightmare by Shane Burcaw (memoir) 
 Animal Farm by George Orwell (power, leadership and class) 
 A Gathering of Old Men by Ernest Gaines (African-American historical fiction) 
 A Long Way Gone by Ishmael Beah (memoir) 
 All the Light We Cannot See by Anthony Doerr (historical fiction/2015 Pulitzer Prize) 
 Dracula by Bram Stoker (mystery/horror) 
 Fahrenheit 451 by Ray Bradbury (Dystopian) 
 Outcasts United: An American Town, a Refugee Team, and One Women’s Quest to Make a 

Difference by Warren St. John (nonfiction) 
 The Glass Castle by Jeannette Walls (nonfiction) 
 The Iliad by Homer (Greek epic) 
 Travels with Charley by John Steinbeck (nonfiction/travelogue) 
 Fever by Laurie Halse Anderson 
 Glory Field by Walter Dean Myers 
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Summer Reading Assignment  
 

Students have the option of choosing from the six formats listed below.  They may elect to use the 
same choice for both books or they may use a combination of the formats for their two required 
summer reading assignments. 
 
CHOICE ONE: Chapter Summary and Personal Reaction 
 
As students read their summer reading selections, they should complete the following: 
 

1. Keep a chapter by chapter journal that includes a summary of the relevant plot information 
for each chapter.  These journal entries should also include personal reactions to events. 

2. Make notes of the characters and how they develop throughout the book. 
3. Note significant quotes and page numbers that are relevant to them.   

 
 

CHOICE TWO: Double Entry Journal 
 
Students are required to have 20 entries that represent your entire book.  They may opt to type 
their journal entry or write it neatly in a composition book.  Below is an example of the format that 
students are to use from the novel Their Eyes Were Watching God by Zora Neale Hurston. 

 
Quote from the Text My Response 

1. “The young girl was gone, but a handsome 
woman had taken her place.  She tore off the 
kerchief from her head and let down her 
plentiful hair.  The weight, the length, the glory 
was there” (87). 

1. 1. This is a symbolic moment for Janie.  While Joe 
was alive, he never let her wear her hair down, 
which illustrated his power over her and the 
confined life she lead because of him.  Now that 
he is gone, she is free.  Letting her hair down is a 
symbol of this freedom. 

2. “You better sense her intuh things then 
‘cause Tea Cake can’t do nothin’ but help her 
spend whut she got.  Ah reckon dat’s whut he’s 
after.  Throwin’ away whut Joe Starks worked 
hard tuh git tuhgether” (111). 

2. People think that Tea Cake is just after Janie’s 
inheritance from Joe.  This shows how protective 
Janie’s friends are, as well as their suspicious 
nature.  It helps develop the relationships among 
the characters. 

 
When completing their double entry assignment students are to include the following: 
 

 Copy a quotation with a page number directly from the text that you think is important. 
 Respond to the quote in the My Response section.  You should describe why you think it is 

important.  Do not summarize what the quote says. 
 

Types of Responses: Use each of these items at least once. 
 

 Describe why you agree or disagree with an observation made by the narrator or a 
character’s action. 

 Examine how certain events or details give insight into a character’s actions, thoughts, 
feelings, or motivations. 
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 Discuss how the order of events creates a particular effect for the reader. 
 Examine how a specific character is introduced and developed throughout the text 
 Discuss how ideas and events are connected and developed throughout the text. 
 Explain a question you have about ideas, events, characters, or a particular passage. 
 Make a prediction and explain why you think this will happen. 

 
 

CHOICE THREE: Major Works Data Sheet 
 
The Major Works Data Sheet is a comprehensive assignment designed to show students’ depth and 
understanding of the book they have chosen to read.  Below are the data tables that students are to 
complete. 

Summer Reading 
Major Works Data Sheet 

 
Name: 
Class: 
Teacher: 
Date: 
Title:                                                                                        

Author: 

Date of Publication: 

Genre:  

 

 
PLOT SUMMARY 

Exposition (characters and 
conflict are introduced) 

 

Complication (main 
character takes action to 
resolve conflict and meets 
with complications) 

 

Climax ( key scene, tense 
exciting moment) 
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Resolution (the closing of 
the story) 

 

 
 

MEMORABLE QUOTES 

Quote Page Significance 

   

   

   

   

 
 
 
 

CHARACTERS 

NAME ROLE IN STORY SIGNIFICANT 
EVENTS 

ADJECTIVES that 
describe him/her 
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SETTING 

Significance of Opening Scene  

Significance of Ending Scene  

Symbols  

THEME(S) 

Possible Theme Examples 

  

  

  

 
 

Figurative Language 
Metaphor- direct comparison of two unlike things 
Simile- comparison of two unlike things using like or as 
or than 
Personification- giving human qualities to inanimate 
objects 
Hyperbole- extreme exaggeration 
Pun- playing with words that sound alike but mean 
different things 
Idiom- an expression that is peculiar to a certain group 
Oxymoron- a combination of contradictory words 

Examples 
Find a variety of examples of any of the devices 
listed.  Include the page number where the 
example is found.  Record a minimum of three 
examples. 
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VOCABULARY 

Vocabulary (unfamiliar or unusual 
words, including page number 

Write the sentence/phrase that includes the word from the 
book and then define the word. 

  

  

  

  

  

  

CHOICE FOUR: Metacognitive Log: 
 
NOTE: “Metacognitive” means “thinking about one’s thinking”.  In a metacognitive log you are 
recording the thoughts that you have as you read. 
 
At four stopping points during the course of your novel, stop and reflect on your reading process.  
Each stopping point should cover about 25% of the book.  For each point you stop, answer one of 
the questions listed below.  Your response must be fully developed 1 page journal/essay response 
taking into consideration your thoughts on aspects of the book that you have read.  Your goal is to 
capture how you are managing to read, comprehend, and analyze the book.  Your log may be typed 
or neatly written. 

 
Questions 

 What has been challenging for you so far? (Be specific.) 
 Have you gotten stuck at all? What have you done to get unstuck? 
 What has been interesting for you so far? 
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 What things are you doing (re-reading, asking questions, talking to friends, predicting, 
drawing pictures, summarizing, taking notes, etc.) to help you understand the book? 

 What are you noticing about the plot, characters, style, plot/conflict, or theme?  What are 
you wondering? 
 

CHOICE FIVE: Reader’s Response Project 
 
When you have finished the book, synthesize your understanding of the book by completing one of 
the response options detailed below.  You may choose to focus on a character, a conflict, a theme or 
symbol, or a specific passage in the book for your response. 
 
The goal is for you to show your understanding and appreciation of the book in a creative way.  Be 
prepared to share your response project with your English class in the fall.  Make sure that you 
include along with your chosen project a written rationale of the design process and a reflection on 
what you have taken from your reading of the book you have chosen. 

 
Response Project Ideas 
1. Create a video with a narration or music track. 
2. Create a piece of artwork. Write a descriptive statement similar to ones found to describe 

art found in museums or art galleries. 
3. Create a scrapbook filled with objects and captions that reflect significant happenings or 

characters or both in the book. 
4. Build a web page and post it. 
5. Design and write a series of postcards and letters about significant events in the book. 
6. Create a photo album with captions. 
7. Create a poetry anthology of either entirely your own and published, equally mixed, or all 

your own that focuses on important themes, events, characters, and emotions in the book. 
8. Create a mix of music on a CD.  House it in a CD case.  Write up liner notes that explain the 

musical selections that represents the overall mood of the novel. 
 
 

CHOICE SIX: Index Card Project 
 
For your required summer reading please use 3 X 5 index cards to gather the information 
requested below.  You will turn in the cards on THE FIRST DAY OF CLASS.  The cards will be 
returned to you after the required information has been checked for completion and accuracy. 

 
***Write your full name on each card and number the cards consecutively.*** 

 
Information to be placed on 3X5 index cards:  

 
1. Author Cards 2 Cards Use two sources to locate and record significant 

details about the author. 

2. Literary Period 1 Card Give a short description of the period in which the 
author lived and wrote. 

3. Character Cards 3-5 Cards Identify and provide a short analysis, of the major 
characters in the work. 
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4. Setting 1 Card Give a short discusseion of the novel’s setting 

5. Theme 1 Card Give a short discussion of the theme 

6. Plot 3-5 Cards Summarize the plot of the novel. 

7.  Literary Devices 1-2 Cards Cite and give literary devices used the writer 
(similes, personification. 

 
            
      

 
Summer Reading Texts 

 
The content of the summer reading assignments should be substantial enough to aid students in 
completing their in-class assessment.  Students will be allowed to use their assignment for their 
assessment, but they must have their information ready to turn in on the first day of school. 
 
Students may acquire their summer reading texts in a variety of ways.  Students are not required to 
purchase a text for summer reading.  Students may elect to buy their text, borrow it from the Richland 
Library System by either checking out the text physically or downloading it from  the Richland 
Library System OverDrive app , download it legally onto an electronic reader (iPad, Nook, Kindle, 
etc.), or read it online if it is legally available.  


